(iv) Sphygmomanometer.
Clean the ear lobe or the dorsal surface of a finger, first with alcohol and then with ether. (The tip of the finger is not suitable for this test as it is horny in many cases:) Prick the selected site fairly deeply with a blood gun or a pricking needle, so that blood flows freely without squeezing. Soak up the blood which comes out with a clean piece of filter-paper without touching the skin. The flow of the blood should be such that the first impression on the filter-paper has a diameter of about half an inch. Continue to soak up the blood with the filter-paper every 30 seconds until the bleeding stops.
The time from the first appearance of the blood until the cessation of bleeding is the bleeding time.
Normal limits = 1 to 3 minutes.
II. Venous pressure method (Ivy et al., 1935) Put the cuff of a sphygmomanometer around The clot is also examined for firmness and friability.
Clot retraction is. low in thrombocytopenic purpura, but is normal in haemophilia. 
